
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
  Patriarchs—WEEK 1 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil or pens. 

Start with Family Prayer 
God is Good!  Have everyone share and thank God for one good thing that     
happened to them this past week. 
 
In the aftermath of Babel, people are scattered across the earth in disharmony.  
The family relationship with God has been broken. How can this ever be fixed?  
 
At this point, God makes a choice that will change everything.  He chooses one 
man, named Abram (His name is later changed to Abraham).  God chose this man 
to bring back blessing to the rest of the human family.   
 
This begins the second time period of the Bible called the “Patriarchs”.  It is the 
color burgundy for God’s blood covenant with Abraham.  (Review your Bible 
Timeline Chart) 
 
God called Abraham and told him to move to the land of Canaan with Sarah, his 
wife.  Then God made a wonderful three-part promise to Abraham. God promised 
(1) to show Abraham a new land, (2) to make Abraham’s name great through 
many descendants, and (3) that Abraham would be a blessing to all the families of 
the world.  Each promise becomes a covenant (an unbreakable commitment). 
 
Abraham obeyed God and God called him his friend.  
 
Discussion with your Family: 
Abraham was chosen by God to bring blessing to everyone.  How has God  
blessed you and your family.   
 

How can you or your family be a blessing to others?  



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Gregory the Great 
 
Feast Day: September 3 
 
Gregory was born about A.D. 540 in Rome, the son of a wealthy senator. Like most of the    
nobility of his time, he was well educated. But unlike many, he was generous and concerned 
about those who were poor. 

In his early thirties, Gregory was made the chief 
prefect, or governor, of Rome. Gregory was  
attracted to the religious life and soon left his 
position. He converted the family estate in 
Rome into the Abbey of Saint Andrew, became 
a monk there, and founded six Benedictine 
monasteries on his estates in Sicily. In about 
578, he was ordained a deacon of Rome and 
sent as the papal ambassador to Constantinople, 
where he served until 585. When he arrived 
back in Rome, he was made the abbot of Saint 
Andrew’s. 

In 590, Gregory was acclaimed pope by the 
clergy and the people of Rome. Unwillingly, 
Gregory accepted the role, calling himself the 
“servant of the servants of God.” Because of his 
political skill, learning, talents, and deep       
devotion to God, Gregory was able to make 
peace with the invading Lombards, save the city 
from famine by reorganizing the property and 
granaries of the Church, and restore order    
within the Church. In 596, he sent Augustine of 
Canterbury and 40 other monks to England to teach the Angles the faith. Gregory is called the 
“Apostle of England.” He died March 12, 604. 

 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-gregory-the-great 



GOSPEL READING 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 12, 2017 

Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
"The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their 
lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the 
bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, there was a 
cry, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' Then all those virgins got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.' But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go 
instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.' While they went off to buy it, the   
bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. Then the 
door was locked. Afterwards the other virgins came and said, 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' 
But he said in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.' Therefore, stay awake, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour."  
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111217.cfm 

Family Connection 

In the daily activities of family life, we can easily find excuses for not attending to our spiritual 
lives. If not given top priority, prayer and reading Scripture risk becoming occasional activities 
rather than daily practices. In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that if we fail to give our      
spiritual life priority, we will find ourselves unprepared to receive Jesus. Daily prayer and   
spiritual practice keeps us ready to receive Jesus. 

Gather together as a family and talk about some of the things our faith calls us to do every day 
and every week to keep God first in our lives. Talk about what might happen if we don’t do 
these things regularly. Explain to your family that Jesus taught us that it is important to keep 
ourselves ready to receive him when he comes again. Tell them to listen as you read the parable 
that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel. Read aloud Matthew 25:1-13. Talk with your family about 
why Jesus says that it is so important to remain ready to receive the Kingdom of Heaven. Pray 
together that your family will always keep God first in your lives so that you will all be         
prepared to receive Jesus when he comes.  
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/32nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a
-sunday-connection 


